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                                                     Active and Passive Voice 

These are the two ways in which an action, incident or happenings can be 

written or spoken in English. Sometimes we may prefer to start our writing or 

speaking our sentence by the person, thing or animal that performed the action, 

follows it with the happened and in the end on which the thing happened. Some 

other times we may prefer to start our sentence with the persons things or 

animals on whom the action happened, following it with what happened an in 

the end with the person ,thing or animal who performs the action. The first way 

of writing or speaking is called active voice and the second way of writing or 

speaking is called passive voice. 

 In order to understand active voice and passive voice we need to identify the 

subject ,object and verb in a particular sentence. 

                                                Subject   

is a group of words or single word which is considered as the doer or performer 

of an action in a sentence. 

Example  1. The students break the window. 

                2. A lion eats a few sheep in our village. 

               3. An earth quake demolished Awassa city. 

In the above examples the underlined groups of words are subjects of the three 

sentences because they are the performers of the actions in each sentence. 

                                  Object   

 is a group of words or a single word that is part of a sentence which is the 

receiver of the action in the sentence or the person, animal or thing on whom the 

action happened or takes place.   

In the above example The groups of words ‘the window’, ‘sheep ‘and ‘Awassa 

city ‘ are the objects of the sentences because they are the groups of words that is 

persons ,animals or things on which the actions  done by the subjects ‘the 

students’ ,’alion’ and ‘an earth quake’ are performed. 



                                         Verbs  

are action wards that tell us about some happening or incident in a sentence. In 

the above three examples the words ‘break’, ‘eats’ and ‘demolished’ are verbs 

because the show us actions take place. 

Here it is also essential to differentiate between the two kinds of verbs to 

understand active and passive voice. These are: 

1. Transitive verb  

These kinds of verbs are those which transfer an action from the subject of 

the sentence to the object of the sentence. 

In the three examples above the verbs break , eats and demolished are 

transitive verbs because they transfer actions from the subjects ‘the 

students’ ,’a lion’ and ‘an earth quake’ to the objects ‘the window’, 

‘sheep’ and ‘Awassa city’. 

2. Intransitive verb 

 These kinds of verbs are action wards that do not pass actions from the 

subject to the object like the transitive ones but retain the action on the 

subject alone. 

Example  

1. The students sit in the cafeteria. 

2. The goal kipper shouted when he see their striker scored a goal. 

In the above examples the verbs sit  and shouted are intransitive verbs 

because they are only mentioning an action that is done by the subjects the 

students and the  goal kipper but the actions do not pass on to any object . 

 

           Active voice  

As we have said in the above note that active voice is a way of writing or 

speaking of a sentence in which we put the subject in the first part of the 

sentence , the verb next and the object in the end. The examples given 

above are active voice. 

Example  

1. The students break the window. 

2. A lion eats sheep in our village. 

3. An earth quake demolished Awassa city. 

In the above three examples the students, a lion and an earthquake are 

subjects of the sentences and comes at the beginning of the sentences. The 

verbs ‘break’ ‘eat’ ‘and ‘demolished’ are verbs which comes after the 

subjects. The groups of words the window, sheep and Awassa city are the 



objects of the sentences which come at the end of sentences because it is 

active voice. 

Passive Voice  

In the passive voice the order of the subject, verb and object is changed. 

The object of the sentence comes first. The verb comes next and the 

subject comes at the end of sentences. We can use the above three 

examples changing their place to make them passive. 

Examples 

1. The window is broken by the students. 

2. Sheep is eaten by a lion in our village. 

3. Awassa city was demolished by an earth quake.  

As you see in the above examples ‘the window’, ‘sheep’ and ‘Awassa city’ 

are the objects of the sentences which come at the beginning of sentences 

because the sentences are passive voice. The subjects the students , sheep 

and Awassa city are the subjects of the sentences but comes at the end of 

sentences because the sentence is written in passive voice. The verbs 

‘break’ ,’eats’ and ‘demolished’ take their middle position in both of the 

active and the passive voice. But the verbs are written with some change 

from the active voice verbs. One of the be verbs according to their tense 

will be added at the beginning of the verbs in passive voice and the main 

verb will be changed to the past participle form of the verbs. 

The word ‘by’ will also be added just before the subject in the passive 

voice. 

Exercise  

Identify the subjects and the objects in the following sentences. 

1. The referee blew his whistle to announce the half time. 

2. The man ensured his driving license. 

3. Children watch movies that show a lot of violence. 

4. I convinced myself that I was right. 

5. The spectators sing songs that encourage their team. 

6. They developed a new trend. 

7. Messy play football since he was kid. 

8. We solve the problem. 

9. The cat chases the mice. 

10. My friend fastened the seat belt. 

I. Subject                                                          Objects 

1. __________________________       ________________________________ 

2. ____________________________   ________________________________ 

3. ____________________________   ________________________________ 



4. ________________________         _________________________________ 

5. ________________________        _________________________________ 

6. __________________________     _________________________________ 

7. _________________________    __________________________________ 

8. _______________________          _________________________________ 

9. ________________________       __________________________________ 

10. ________________________       __________________________________ 

I. Change the above sentences to the passive voice. 

1.______________________________________________________________ 

2._________________________________________________________________ 

3._________________________________________________________________ 

4._________________________________________________________________ 

5._________________________________________________________________ 

6._______________________________________________________________ 

7._________________________________________________________________ 

8._____________________________________________________________ 

9.________________________________________________________________ 

10._______________________________________________________________ 

 


